
 1 of 2 

South Carolina Vaccine Exemption Laws 
 

South Carolina Code of Laws 
Title 44 - Health 
CHAPTER 29. CONTAGIOUS AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
 
SECTION 44-29-180. School pupils and day care center children to be vaccinated or 
immunized; department to monitor immunization records of children in day care; 
exemptions and exclusions.  
 
(A) No superintendent of an institution of learning, no school board or principal of a school, and 
no owner or operator of a public or private child day care facility as defined in Section 20-7-
2700 may admit as a pupil or enroll or retain a child or person who cannot produce satisfactory 
evidence of having been vaccinated or immunized so often as directed by the Department of 
Health and Environmental Control. Records of vaccinations or immunizations must be 
maintained by the institution, school, or day care facility to which the child or person has been 
admitted.  
 
(B) The Department of Health and Environmental Control shall monitor the immunization status 
of each child who is enrolled or retained in a licensed child day care facility or a registered 
church or religious child day care facility. The monitoring of day care facilities shall consist of a 
review of the immunization or vaccination records to insure that required immunizations are 
complete as recommended and routinely provided by the Department of Health and 
Environmental Control for all infants and children.  
 
(C) South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control Regulation 61-8, as 
amended, "Vaccination, Screening and Immunization Regarding Contagious Diseases", and its 
exemptions apply to this section.  
 
(D) A South Carolina Certificate of Special Exemption signed by the school principal, authorized 
representative, or day care director may be issued to transfer students while awaiting arrival of 
medical records from their former area of residence or to other students who have been unable to 
secure immunizations or documentation of immunizations already received. A South Carolina 
Certificate of Special Exemption may be issued only once and is valid for only thirty calendar 
days from date of enrollment. At the expiration of this special exemption, the student must 
present a valid South Carolina Certificate of Immunization, a valid South Carolina Certificate of 
Medical Exemption, or a valid South Carolina Certificate of Religious Exemption.  
 
(E) Registered family day care homes are exempt from requirements of this section. 
 
SECTION 44-29-190. Penalty for violation of Section 44-29-180.  
 
Any person who violates the provisions of Section 44-29-180 is guilty of a misdemeanor and, 
upon conviction, may be fined not more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more 
than thirty days.  
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SECTION 44-29-200. Attendance of teachers or pupils with contagious or infectious 
diseases may be prohibited.  
 
Any board of education, school trustees, or other body having control of a school, on account of 
the prevalence of any contagious or infectious diseases or to prevent the spread of disease, may 
prohibit or limit the attendance of any employee or student at any school or school-related 
activities under its control. The decision to prohibit or limit attendance must be based on sound 
medical evidence and must comply with the official procedures adopted by the board for this 
purpose. Before lifting a prohibition or restriction on attendance, the board may require a 
satisfactory certificate from one or more licensed physicians that attendance is no longer a risk to 
others attending school.  
 
Any board acting in good faith and in compliance with the provisions of this section is not liable 
for damages which may result from its decision. Nothing in this section relieves a board from its 
responsibilities to provide a student with educational programs and services appropriate to his 
needs as required by Section 59-20-30.  
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