Oklahoma Vaccine Exemption Laws

OKLAHOMA STATUTES
TITLE 10. CHILDREN

§10-411. Certificate of immunization as condition for admission to day car e facility -
Waiver.

A. No person, firm, corporation, partnership drestlegal entity operating a day care center or
day care home in this state shall cause or perminar child two (2) months of age or older to
be admitted to such facility unless and until thegpt, guardian, or other related person of such
child presents certification from a licensed phigsicor authorized representative of any state or
local department of public health that such chég heceived or will receive immunization at the
medically appropriate time against diphtheria, yesis, tetanus, haemophilus influenzae type B
(HIB), measles (rubeola), rubella, hepatitis Aiealfa, and poliomyelitis; or presents such
certification that the child is likely to be immuas a result of the disease. Provided, however,
that in the event the parent, guardian, or othesgrepresenting a child for admission to a day
care center or day care home certifies in writimgf 2 family emergency exists, the requirement
imposed by this section may be waived for a peniattto exceed thirty (30) days. Such
certification shall be made prior to the provismfrcare. No such waiver shall be knowingly
permitted more than once for any child.

B. The State Board of Health, by rule, may alter list of immunizations required under this
section after notice and hearing. Any change énligt of immunizations required shall be
submitted to the next regular session of the Lagiisé and such change shall remain in force and
effect unless and until a concurrent resolutiodisépproval is passed. Hearings shall be
conducted by the State Board of Health, or sudceaffagents or employees as the State Board
of Health may designate for that purpose. TheeSRaiard of Health shall give appropriate

notice of the proposed change in the list of immations required and of the time and place for
hearing. The change shall become effective orteafoed by the State Board of Health. Any
change in the list of immunizations required maybended or repealed in the same manner as
provided for its adoption. Proceedings pursuathi®subsection shall be governed by the
Administrative Procedures Act.

§10-412. Manner and frequency of immunizations - Enfor cement of act.

A. The immunizations required by this act, andrttenner and frequency of their
administration, as prescribed by the State Boatdeafith, shall conform to recognized standard
medical practices in this state. The State Depanrtraf Health shall supervise and secure the
enforcement of the required immunization program.

B. The Department of Human Services shall renel@sonable assistance to the State
Department of Health in the enforcement of the @ions of this act. This assistance shall be in
the form of revocation or denial of the licenseany facility not in compliance with this act.

§10-413. Exemptions.

Any minor child, through hisor her parent or guardian, may submit to the health
authority charged with the enforcement of the immunization laws, a certificate of a licensed
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physician stating that the physical condition of the child is such that immunization would
endanger thelife or health of the child; or upon receipt of a written statement by the
parent or guardian objecting to such immunizations because of religious or other reasons,
then such child shall be exempt from the provisions of thisact.

810-414. Administration of immunizations - Persons eligible - I ndigent persons.

The immunizations shall be administered by, or utide direction of, a licensed physician, or
by any local or state health department. If thepior guardian is unable to pay, the State
Department of Health shall provide, without chathe,immunization materials required by this
act.

810-415. Child with reportable contagious disease to be excluded from day care facility.

Any child afflicted with a reportable contagiouselase shall be excluded from attending a day
care center or day care home until such time apehied of communicability has elapsed as
determined by a licensed physician or health depant official. Such exclusion shall be
reported to a local health department official.

OKLAHOMA STATUTES
TITLE 70. SCHOOLS

§70-1210.191. Certification - School children - List of immunization testsrequired.

A. No minor child shall be admitted to any pubpecivate, or parochial school operating in this
state unless and until certification is presentethé appropriate school authorities from a
licensed physician, or authorized representatiih®fState Department of Health, that such
child has received or is in the process of recgivimmunizations against diphtheria, pertussis,
tetanus, haemophilus influenzae type B (HIB), mesaglubeola), rubella, poliomyelitis,
varicella, and hepatitis A or is likely to be imnauas a result of the disease.

B. Immunizations required, and the manner andueaqy of their administration, as prescribed
by the State Board of Health, shall conform to gggped standard medical practices in the state.
The State Department of Health shall supervisesagdre the enforcement of the required
immunization program. The State Department of Btlan and the governing boards of the
school districts of this state shall render reablnassistance to the State Department of Health
in the enforcement of the provisions hereof.

C. The State Board of Health, by rule, may aherlist of immunizations required after notice
and hearing. Any change in the list of immunizasioequired shall be submitted to the next
regular session of the Legislature and such chahgkremain in force and effect unless and
until a concurrent resolution of disapproval isggs Hearings shall be conducted by the State
Board of Health, or such officer, agents or empésyas the Board of Health may designate for
that purpose. The State Board of Health shall gpygropriate notice of the proposed change in
the list of immunizations required and of the tiam@ place for hearing. The change shall
become effective on a date fixed by the State Bo&Halth. Any change in the list of
immunizations required may be amended or repealéittisame manner as provided for its
adoption. Proceedings pursuant to this subsestiahl be governed by the Administrative
Procedures Act.
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D. The State Department of Education and the guwgiboards of the school districts of this
state shall provide for release to the OklahomdtH&zare Authority of the immunization
records of school children covered under Title XiXTitle XXI of the federal Social Security
Act who have not received the required immunizaianthe appropriate time. The information
received pursuant to such release shall be trareghiy the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to
medical providers who provide services to suchdegil pursuant to Title XIX or Title XXI to
assist in their efforts to increase the rate ofdtitiod immunizations pursuant to the
requirements of the Early and Periodic Screeninggiosis and Treatment (EPSDT) services
provisions. The provisions of this subsection lshal be construed to prohibit or affect the
eligibility of any child to receive benefits pursudo Title XIX or Title XXI of the Social
Security Act or to require the immunization of atyld if such child is exempt from the
immunization requirements pursuant to law. The eafrany child exempt from immunization
pursuant to Section 1210.192 of this title shatlb®included in the information transmitted
pursuant to this subsection.

§70-1210.192. Exemptions.

Any minor child, through the parent, guardian,ewdl custodian of the child, may submit to the
health authority charged with the enforcement efithmunization laws of this state:

1. A certificate of a licensed physician as defiime Section 725.2 of Title 59 of the
Oklahoma Statutes, stating that the physical carddf the child is such that
immunization would endanger the life or healthre# thild; or

2. A written statement by the parent, guardialegal custodian of the child objecting to
immunization of the child; whereupon the child $ih@ exempt from the immunization
laws of this state.

§70-1210.193. Administration - Parentsunable to pay

The immunizations will be administered by a licahplysician, someone under his direction, or
public health department. If the parents or guarsliare unable to pay, the State Department of
Public Health shall provide, without charge, thenumization materials required by this act to
such pupils. The parents, guardian or person bdegal custody of any child may claim an
exemption from the immunizations on medical, religi or personal grounds.

§70-1210.195. Dissemination of meningococcal meningitisinfor mation.

A. At the beginning of each school year, whenlibard of education of a school district
provides information on immunizations, infectiousese, medications, or other school health
issues to parents and guardians of students iregisig through twelve, the board shall include
information about meningococcal meningitis. Thieimation shall include at least the causes
and symptoms of meningococcal meningitis, how $jggead, sources for additional information
about meningococcal meningitis, and the availahigtfectiveness, and risks of vaccination
against the disease.

B. The State Department of Education, in coopenatiith the State Department of Health, shall
develop and make available to school districtsrmfttion that meets the requirements of
subsection A of this section. The State DepartroéB&ducation shall develop and make the
information available in the most cost-effectivel gmogrammatically effective manner available
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as determined by the Department, which shall aingnmam include posting the information on
the Department’s website.

§70-3243. Provision of infor mation on meningococcal disease - Vaccination - Waiver.

A. Beginning with the 2004-2005 academic year lipulr private postsecondary educational
institutions shall provide detailed information thre risks associated with meningococcal disease
and the risks and benefits of the vaccination dsagehe availability of vaccine to students who
reside or plan to reside in on-campus student hgusi

B. Beginning with the 2004-2005 academic yearetis who are first-time enrollees in any
public or private postsecondary educational instituin this state and who reside in on-campus
student housing shall be vaccinated against meoowal disease, unless:

1. Inthe case of an individual who is eighteeB) (fears of age or older, the individual
signs a written waiver provided by the institutimirhigher education stating that the
individual has received and reviewed the informapoovided and has chosen not to be
vaccinated against meningococcal disease; or

2. In the case of an individual who is a minog ihdividual's parent or guardian signs a
written waiver provided by the institution of higheducation stating that the parent or
guardian has received and reviewed the informatrorided and has chosen not to have
the individual vaccinated against meningococcaass.

C. The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Educatiahl consult the State Department of
Health regarding the preparation of the informatianaterial and waiver form required in
subsection B of this section. The Regents shallige the material and form to all public or
private postsecondary educational institutions wittcampus student housing in this state. It
shall be the responsibility of the governing bodyoard of regents for each public or private
postsecondary institution or group of institutiasasdopt policies for the implementation of this
section.

D. Public or private postsecondary institutionshis state shall not be required to provide or
pay for vaccinations against meningococcal disease.
Added by Laws 2003, c. 322, § 1, eff. Nov. 1, 2003.

§70-3244. Documentation of vaccinations by students - Exemption - Exceptionsfor certain
categories of students.

A.
1. Beginning with the 2004-2005 academic yeagrder to enroll as a full-time or part-
time student in an institution within The Oklaho®tate System of Higher Education or
a private institution of higher learning locatedhin this state and accredited pursuant to
Section 4103 of Title 70 of the Oklahoma Statusesindividual shall provide written
documentation of vaccinations against hepatitimBasles, mumps, and rubella (MMR).

2. The requirement shall not apply to studentsléng in courses delivered via the

Internet or distance learning in which the studemiot required to attend class on
campus.
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B. Beginning with the 2004-2005 academic yeatjtuntsons shall notify students of the
requirements of subsection A of this section amviple students with educational information
on hepatitis B, measles, mumps, and rubella (MMsnuenrollment. Such information shall
also include the risks and benefits of the vacammat Institutions shall not be required to provide
or pay for vaccinations against hepatitis B, megsteimps, and rubella (MMR).

C. A written statement from a licensed physiciagi¢ating that a vaccine is medically
contraindicated shall exempt a student from theivation. A student shall be exempt from the
vaccination if the student submits a written, saystatement declaring that the administration of
the vaccine conflicts with the student’'s moral @igious tenets or, if the student is a minor, the
student’s parent or guardian provides a writtetestant that the administration of the vaccine
conflicts with the parent’s or guardian’s morakeligious tenets.

D. It shall be the responsibility of the governioady or board of regents for each public or
private postsecondary institution or group of ingions to adopt policies for the implementation
of this section. In adopting these policies tHewant governing body or board of regents may
include exceptions for certain categories of stiglanits discretion.

Source: Oklahoma Legislature. (2009, JanuarywWwdocument] URL.
http://www.Isb.state.ok.us/
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