lllinois Vaccine Exemption Laws

EDUCATION

CHAPTER 105. SCHOOL S

COMMON SCHOOLS

ARTICLE 27. COURSES OF STUDY-SPECIAL INSTRUCTION

Sec. 27-8.1. Health examinations and immunizations.

(1) In compliance with rules and regulations whieé Department of Public Health shall
promulgate, and except as hereinafter provideahdldiren in lllinois shall have a health
examination as follows: within one year prior tdexmng kindergarten or the first grade of any
public, private, or parochial elementary schoobmntering the sixth and ninth grades of any
public, private, or parochial school; prior to emtce into any public, private, or parochial
nursery school; and, irrespective of grade, imntetiigrior to or upon entrance into any public,
private, or parochial school or nursery schoolheagld shall present proof of having been
examined in accordance with this Section and thesrand regulations promulgated hereunder.
Any child who received a health examination witbime year prior to entering the fifth grade for
the 2007-2008 school year is not required to recaivadditional health examination in order to
comply with the provisions of Public Act 95-422 whige or she attends school for the
2008-2009 school year, unless the child is attepdanool for the first time as provided in this
paragraph.

A tuberculosis skin test screening shall be inatude a required part of each health examination
included under this Section if the child resideainarea designated by the Department of Public
Health as having a high incidence of tuberculosilitional health examinations of pupils,
including eye examinations, may be required whesmal necessary by school authorities.
Parents are encouraged to have their children godsre examinations at the same points in
time required for health examinations.

(2.5) In compliance with rules adopted by the Dapant of Public Health and except as
otherwise provided in this Section, all childrerkindergarten and the second and sixth
grades of any public, private, or parochial scteb@ll have a dental examination. Each
of these children shall present proof of havinglbeeamined by a dentist in accordance
with this Section and rules adopted under thisi@edtefore May 15th of the school
year. If a child in the second or sixth grade felpresent proof by May 15th, the school
may hold the child's report card until one of thkowing occurs:

(i) the child presents proof of a completed deat@mination or

(i) the child presents proof that a dental exaation will take place within 60
days after May 15th. The Department of Public Heshall establish, by rule, a
waiver for children who show an undue burden lacl of access to a dentist.
Each public, private, and parochial school mugg giotice of this dental
examination requirement to the parents and guascéstudents at least 60 days
before May 15th of each school year.

(1.10) Except as otherwise provided in this Sectidinchildren enrolling in kindergarten
in a public, private, or parochial school on oeathe effective date of this amendatory
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Act of the 95th General Assembly and any studerdlimg for the first time in a public,
private, or parochial school on or after the effextiate of this amendatory Act of the
95th General Assembly shall have an eye examindtach of these children shall
present proof of having been examined by a physitansed to practice medicine in all
of its branches or a licensed optometrist withe plevious year, in accordance with this
Section and rules adopted under this Section, b&datober 15th of the school year. If
the child fails to present proof by October 15k® school may hold the child's report
card until one of the following occurs:

(i) the child presents proof of a completed eyaneixation or

(i) the child presents proof that an eye exanimatvill take place within 60 days
after October 15th. The Department of Public Hesltall establish, by rule, a
waiver for children who show an undue burden larcl of access to a physician
licensed to practice medicine in all of its braeehkvho provides eye examinations
or to a licensed optometrist. Each public, privated parochial school must give
notice of this eye examination requirement togheents and guardians of
students in compliance with rules of the DepartneéPublic Health. Nothing in
this Section shall be construed to allow a schmelxclude a child from attending
because of a parent's or guardian's failure taioln eye examination for the
child.

(2) The Department of Public Health shall promutgaties and regulations specifying the
examinations and procedures that constitute atheaimination, which shall include the
collection of data relating to obesity (includinggaminimum, date of birth, gender, height,
weight, blood pressure, and date of exam), anchtablexamination and may recommend by rule
that certain additional examinations be perforniée rules and regulations of the Department
of Public Health shall specify that a tuberculagi® test screening shall be included as a
required part of each health examination includedieu this Section if the child resides in an
area designated by the Department of Public Healtihaving a high incidence of tuberculosis.
The Department of Public Health shall specify thaiabetes screening as defined by rule shall
be included as a required part of each health enatron. Diabetes testing is not required.

Physicians licensed to practice medicine in altobranches, advanced practice nurses who
have a written collaborative agreement with a caltating physician which authorizes them to
perform health examinations, or physician assisteutto have been delegated the performance
of health examinations by their supervising physichall be responsible for the performance of
the health examinations, other than dental examimgteye examinations, and vision and
hearing screening, and shall sign all report foreggired by subsection (4) of this Section that
pertain to those portions of the health examinafiiorwhich the physician, advanced practice
nurse, or physician assistant is responsibleréfgstered nurse performs any part of a health
examination, then a physician licensed to practie€icine in all of its branches must review
and sign all required report forms. Licensed déemssall perform all dental examinations and
shall sign all report forms required by subsec{®nof this Section that pertain to the dental
examinations. Physicians licensed to practice nieglio all its branches or licensed
optometrists shall perform all eye examinationsunegl by this Section and shall sign all report
forms required by subsection (4) of this Sectiaat thertain to the eye examination. For purposes
of this Section, an eye examination shall at a mim include history, visual acuity, subjective
refraction to best visual acuity near and far,nm& and external examination, and a glaucoma
evaluation, as well as any other tests or obsemsitihat in the professional judgment of the
doctor are necessary. Vision and hearing screaastg, which shall not be considered
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examinations as that term is used in this Secsiball be conducted in accordance with rules and
regulations of the Department of Public Health, bydndividuals whom the Department of
Public Health has certified. In these rules andilagns, the Department of Public Health shall
require that individuals conducting vision scregniests give a child's parent or guardian written
notification, before the vision screening is cortddg that states, "Vision screening is not a
substitute for a complete eye and vision evaludbipan eye doctor. Your child is not required

to undergo this vision screening if an optomewisbphthalmologist has completed and signed a
report form indicating that an examination has badministered within the previous 12

months."

(3) Every child shall, at or about the same timéeasr she receives a health examination
required by subsection (1) of this Section, presetie local school proof of having received
such immunizations against preventable communiddibkases as the Department of Public
Health shall require by rules and regulations prigietied pursuant to this Section and the
Communicable Disease Prevention Act.

(4) The individuals conducting the health examratidental examination, or eye examination
shall record the fact of having conducted the exation, and such additional information as
required, including for a health examination datating to obesity (including at a minimum,
date of birth, gender, height, weight, blood pressand date of exam), on uniform forms which
the Department of Public Health and the State Bo&Education shall prescribe for statewide
use. The examiner shall summarize on the repart fory condition that he or she suspects
indicates a need for special services, includimgafbealth examination factors relating to
obesity. The individuals confirming the adminisimatof required immunizations shall record as
indicated on the form that the immunizations wetmimistered.

(5) If a child does not submit proof of having tether the health examination or the
immunization as required, then the child shall k@neined or receive the immunization, as the
case may be, and present proof by October 15 afufrent school year, or by an earlier date of
the current school year established by a schotidtisTo establish a date before October 15 of
the current school year for the health examinatioimmmunization as required, a school district
must give notice of the requirements of this Sec@0 days prior to the earlier established date.
If for medical reasons one or more of the requinehunizations must be given after October 15
of the current school year, or after an earliealdghed date of the current school year, then the
child shall present, by October 15, or by the eadstablished date, a schedule for the
administration of the immunizations and a statenoétite medical reasons causing the delay,
both the schedule and the statement being issuitelphysician, advanced practice nurse,
physician assistant, registered nurse, or locdtthdapartment that will be responsible for
administration of the remaining required immuniaas. If a child does not comply by October
15, or by the earlier established date of the ctirgehool year, with the requirements of this
subsection, then the local school authority shailiele that child from school until such time as
the child presents proof of having had the heatdmenation as required and presents proof of
having received those required immunizations whiehmedically possible to receive
immediately. During a child's exclusion from schémlnoncompliance with this subsection, the
child's parents or legal guardian shall be consuién violation of Section 26-1 and subject to
any penalty imposed by Section 26-10. This subse¢t) does not apply to dental examinations
and eye examinations.

(6) Every school shall report to the State Boar&ddication by November 15, in the manner
which that agency shall require, the number ofdrkit who have received the necessary
immunizations and the health examination (othen thaental examination or eye examination)
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as required, indicating, of those who have notiveckthe immunizations and examination as
required, the number of children who are exemptfrealth examination and immunization
requirements on religious or medical grounds asigeal in subsection (8). Every school shall
report to the State Board of Education by JunearBthe manner that the State Board requires,
the number of children who have received the regluitental examination, indicating, of those
who have not received the required dental exan@nathe number of children who are exempt
from the dental examination on religious groundprasided in subsection (8) of this Section
and the number of children who have received a@vaimder subsection (1.5) of this Section.
Every school shall report to the State Board ofdation by June 30, in the manner that the State
Board requires, the number of children who haveiwed the required eye examination,
indicating, of those who have not received the iregiueye examination, the number of children
who are exempt from the eye examination as providetdibsection (8) of this Section, the
number of children who have received a waiver ussdésection (1.10) of this Section, and the
total number of children in noncompliance with g examination requirement. This reported
information shall be provided to the DepartmenPuablic Health by the State Board of
Education.

(7) Upon determining that the number of pupils vaine required to be in compliance with
subsection (5) of this Section is below 90% ofrbenber of pupils enrolled in the school
district, 10% of each State aid payment made puatdoeSection 18-8.05 to the school district
for such year may be withheld by the State Boaridhfcation until the number of students in
compliance with subsection (5) is the applicablecdped percentage or higher.

(8) Parents or legal guardians who object to hedkhtal, or eye examinations or any part
thereof, or to immunizations, on religious groustall not be required to submit their children
or wards to the examinations or immunizations tactvlthey so object if such parents or legal
guardians present to the appropriate local schabiogity a signed statement of objection,
detailing the grounds for the objection. If the picgl condition of the child is such that any one
or more of the immunizing agents should not be adstared, the examining physician,
advanced practice nurse, or physician assistaponssble for the performance of the health
examination shall endorse that fact upon the headimination form. Exempting a child from
the health, dental, or eye examination does nanhpkéhe child from participation in the
program of physical education training provide®ections 27-5 through 27-7 of this Code.

(9) For the purposes of this Section, "nursery stsianeans those nursery schools operated by
elementary school systems or secondary level sahotd or institutions of higher learning.

EDUCATION
CHAPTER 110. HIGHER EDUCATION
1101LCS20. COLLEGE STUDENT IMMUNIZATION ACT.

Sec. 1. Definitions.

For the purposes of this Act:
(a) "Department” means the lllinois DepartmeniPablic Health.
(b) "Post-secondary educational institution" meapsiblic or private college or
university offering degrees and instruction abtheshigh school level, and shall include,

but not be limited to, any and all private collegad universities, the University of
lllinois, Southern lllinois University, Chicago&eé University, Eastern lllinois
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University, Governors State University, lllinoisa& University, Northeastern lllinois
University, Northern lllinois University, Westetilinois University, and any other public
university now or hereafter established or autteatiby the General Assembly; except
that a post-secondary educational institution caésnean or include any public or
private college or university that does not previsth-campus housing for its students in
dormitories or equivalent facilities that are owneperated, and maintained by the public
or private college or university.

The term shall not include any public or privatgipr or community college, or any
institution offering degrees and instruction whidflizes correspondence as its primary
mode of student instruction.

Sec. 2. Proof of immunization.

No person shall attend a post-secondary educatiost#ition without presenting proof that he
or she has received such immunizations againseptakile communicable diseases as the
Department shall require by rules and regulationsnplgated pursuant to this Act and "An Act
in relation to the prevention of certain communleatiseases”, approved July 5, 1967, as now
or hereafter amended, except as provided in Se8tafrthis Act. The proof of immunization
required by this Section shall be presented tptst-secondary educational institution.

Sec. 3. Exceptions.
(a) The provisions of this Act shall not apply to:

(1) persons enrolled in a post-secondary educatiostitution on or before the
effective date of this Act;

(2) persons enrolled less than half-time duringren or semester; or

(3) persons whose instruction solely involves aeste, field work or study outside
of a classroom environment.

(b) No proof of immunization shall be required iplysician licensed to practicmedicine in al
of its branches certifies that any immunizationuiesg by the Department is medically
contraindicated.

(c) No proof of immunization shall be requiredhgtperson or his or her parent or guardian
presents a signed statement that he or she objeictsnunizations on religious grounds.

(d) The certificate of medical exemption or statatred religious objection required by this
Section shall be presented to the post-secondagaéidnal institution.

Sec. 4. Preclusion from registration.

If no proof of immunization, certification of meditexemption or statement of religious
objection from an enrolled student is in the posisesof the post-secondary educational
institution, the person shall be precluded fromgteging in a subsequent term or semester until
such time as the appropriate documentation is pteddo the institution. The institution shall
not be liable for any monetary loss on the pas efudent precluded from registering for failure
to comply with the provisions of this Act.
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Sec. 5. Records; inspection.

The post-secondary educational institution shalhta@n on file the proof of immunization,
certification of medical exemption or statementadigious objection for all persons attending
the institution. This information shall be availalibr inspection by the Department during
normal business hours.

Sec. 6. Report.

Within 8 weeks after the commencement of classrostnuction, the post-secondary
educational institution shall file a report witretBepartment stating the number of persons
attending the institution who had presented: pafammunization; certification of medical
exemption; statement of religious objection; angraof of immunization. The report shall be
on forms prepared by the Department.

Sec. 7. Rules.

The Department shall have the power to promulgdesmecessary for the implementation of
this Act.

REGULATION
CHAPTER 225. PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS
2251LCS10. CHILD CARE ACT OF 1969.

2251LCS10/7

(h) Any standards involving physical examinationgnunization, or medical treatment shall
include appropriate exemptions for children whosespts object thereto on the grounds that
they conflict with the tenets and practices of@gmized church or religious organization, of
which the parent is an adherent or member, andhitairen who should not be subjected to
immunization for clinical reasons.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
CHAPTER 410. PUBLIC HEALTH
410 1LCS 315. COMMUNICABLE DISEASE PREVENTION ACT.

4101LCS 3151

Sec. 1.
Certain communicable diseases such as measlésnpelitis, invasive pneumococcal
disease, and tetanus, may and do result in sgulogsical and mental disability includi
mental retardation, permanent paralysis, encaphalonvulsions, pneumonia, and not
infrequently, death.

Most of these diseases attack young childrenjfahdy have not been immunized, may
spread to other susceptible children and possalalylts, thus, posing serious threats to
the health of the community. Effective, safe andely used vaccines and immunization
procedures have been developed and are avaitaptevent these diseases and to limit
their spread. Even though such immunization proeesiare available, mawhildren fai
to receive this protection either through pareatarsight, lack of concern, knowledge
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interest, or lack of available facilities or fund$e existence of susceptible children in
the community constitutes a health hazard toridevidual and to the public at large by
serving as a focus for the spread of these convabld diseases.

It is declared to be the public policy of thist8tthat all children shall be protected, as
soon after birth as medically indicated, by thprapriate vaccines and immunizing
procedures to prevent communicable diseases vanechr which may in the future
become preventable by immunization.

4101LCS315/1.5

Sec. 1.5.
Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine. Notwithstandirggi@e2 of this Act, within 30 days
of the effective date of this amendatory Act & 86th General Assembly, the
Department shall promulgate rules and regulatiand,shall submit those rules and
regulations in accordance with the rulemaking figtice requirements under Section
5-40 of the lllinois Administrative Procedure Aotquiring the age-appropriate series of
pneumococcal conjugate vaccine, as recommend#dtebAdvisory Committee on
Immunization Practices of the Centers for Disgagetrol and Prevention, to a child
younger than 2 years of age who is enrolled ooleng in a licensed child care facility,
as that term is defined in the Child Care Act ®9. The Department shall also establish
protocols for children younger than 2 years of tageatch up on missed doses. A child
care facility must be able to furnish proof of q@iance with this Section for all children
at the facility, beginning January 1, 2008.

The provisions of this Section shall not apply if:

(1) the parent or guardian of the child objebtr¢to on the grounds that the
administration of immunizing agents conflictshwitis or her religious tenets or
practices; or

(2) a physician employed by the parent or guarthagprovide care and treatment
to the child states that the physical conditibthe child is such that the
administration of the required immunizing ageoiNd be detrimental to the
health of the child.

410 LCS315/2

Sec. 2.
The Department of Public Health shall promulgales and regulations requiring
immunization of children against preventable comicable diseases designated by the
Director. Before any regulation or amendment tteeieprescribed, the Department shall
conduct a public hearing regarding such regulatioaddition, before any regulation or
any amendment to a regulation is adopted, andthigdmmunization Advisory
Committee has made its recommendations, the Btatad of Health shall conduct 3
public hearings, geographically distributed throoigt the State, regarding the regulation
or amendment to the regulation. At the conclusibthe hearings, the State Board of
Health shall issue a report, including its recomdsions, to the Director. The Director
shall take into consideration any comments ormenendations made by the Board
based on these hearings. The Department may fresciditional rules and regulations
for immunization of other diseases as vaccineslaveloped.
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The provisions of this Act shall not apply if:

1. The parent or guardian of the child objecéselo on the grounds that the
administration of immunizing agents conflictswitis religious tenets or
practices or,

2. A physician employed by the parent or guardigprovide care and treatment
to the child states that the physical conditibthe child is such that the
administration of one or more of the required iamizing agents would be
detrimental to the health of the child.

410 LCS315/3

Sec. 3.
The provisions of the lllinois Administrative Pexture Act are hereby expressly adopted
and shall apply to all administrative rules andgadures of the Department of Public
Health under this Act, except that Section 5-3theflllinois Administrative Procedure
Act relating to procedures for rule-making doesaqply to the adoption of any rule
required by federal law in connection with whitle tDepartment is precluded by law
from exercising any discretion.

Source: lllinois General Assembly. (2009, Janudyy[wwwdocument] URL.
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs.asp
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